
Saving Water in Your Garden 
 

It is possible to keep your garden green while using less water! The key is to time it right and make sure 
you have the right tools for the job. 

Knowing When to Water 

If it’s raining, you don’t need to water. It sounds simple, but it can be easy to forget to change the 
schedule on your irrigation system if it normally runs on an automatic timer. Connecting a rain sensor to 
it will shut off the sprinklers so your plants don’t get a double-soaking. 

Similarly, adding soil moisture sensors around your landscape enables your irrigation system to fine-
tune when and how much to water based on soil conditions.  

Take your scheduling to the next level with a smart controller. These devices optimize your irrigation 
system by downloading real-time weather condition reports and adjusting accordingly. 

Not into gadgets? When in doubt, you can always check whether your garden needs watering by digging 
four to six inches down using a trowel. If you can roll a handful of deeper soil into a ball that holds its 
shape, the soil is retaining moisture and you don’t need to water yet.  

The Right Tool for the Job 

Choosing the right type of watering system for your 
landscape lets your plants thrive while saving water. 

Broad, flat areas: High-efficiency sprinklers aimed low 
to the ground help you water your lawn effectively.  

Level ground with plants grouped together: Soaker 
hoses are made of porous material that seeps out 
water. They can be laid out around plants in your 
garden and connected to the spigot using a regular 
garden hose. Soaker hoses only work in lengths of 100 feet or less. 

Widely-spaced ornamentals: If you’re hand-watering widely-spaced plantings with a hose, make sure to 
use a shutoff nozzle while you’re walking between plants. 

Long, straight rows: Drip irrigation works well along the rows in a vegetable garden and in narrow 
strips, such as plantings along a pathway. 

Newly planted trees or shrubs: A tree ring soaker hose is a shorter length of soaker hose that is 
designed to be laid in a circle around newly planted trees and shrubs to help them establish. 

Hill slopes: Using drip irrigation with pressure-compensating emitters ensures that water is distributed 
evenly along a slope, minimizing wasteful runoff. 
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